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Senate; and as soon as the Senate knew that the House accepted the
English report it withdrew its opposition to the House appropriations,
on motion of Senator Hunter, and the House learned on that eventful
April 30 it had won. Buchanan signed the Lecompton bill and the de-
ficiency appropriation on the same day, May 4. That there was a tenuous
financial connection between this Kansas Act and the money bill is
certain; unfortunately the actual relationship is not clear.5 The volun-
teers were never accepted, because on June 9 a report from the Gentile
governor, Gumming, reached Washington. He and "Dr. Osborne"
had succeeded before the official commissioners arrived, and Brigham
Young had agreed to acknowledge Cumming's authority.6 With the
danger of war averted, the appropriation bill for new regiments now
could be dropped. However, the Utah debate left the impression in some
quarters that the administration was not too much addicted to economy
when it came to certain contractors.
II
The Utah expedition was not the only warlike move to spike economy.
That spring, conflict with Great Britain threatened over the slave trade.
The demand for slaves in Cuba and Brazil kept the nefarious traffic
in vigorous operation. The United States and Great Britain were agreed
to stop it; but as the American government would not let British naval
vessels interfere with ships flying the Star Spangled Banner, and as most
of the slavers were so adorned, it fell to the United States Navy to act.
However, that arm of the service was neither large enough nor interested
enough to be very effective.
JLord Palmerston, the British Prime Minister, had been in a heated
paper controversy with Buchanan over responsibility and grew tired
of talk. He turned to action. The British navy would attack this traffic
in the Caribbean. Some young naval officers that spring went to work
in earnest. When suspected slavers refused to heave to they were fired
upon, and American headlines roared. The hotheaded demanded re-
taliation. Buchanan sputtered but did nothing.7
Congress, particularly the House, was more ready to talk war than
to spend money on one. In fulfillment of Democratic economy ambi-